
 

 

                                      Town of Farmingdale Select Board Minutes 

                                                         October 14, 2015 

 

Members Present: James Grant - Nancy Frost- Wayne Kilgore–-Others Present: Rose Webster- Doug Ebert – Dana 

Mealey- Bruce Ellis- Leon Crockett - Steve and Debbie McGee and Gary Choate 

 

Meeting opened by Jim Grant at 6:30 p.m. with Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 Nancy Frost  made a motion to accept the minutes of  the September30,  2015 

 Wayne Kilgore  2
nd

 the motion 

 Vote 3/0 

 

Jim Grant – Winter Maintenance – Selectboard has inspected all the equipment – all paperwork requested will be in by 

Friday – list of employees – truck registrations and licenses. Jim called Coffin Engineering to find out the status of the 

Heights’s Survey, the surveyor was at the registry and did not call back.  Jim emailed a letter to Mary Dennison regarding 

road discontinuance.  

 

Steve McGee had a question regarding having to list the employees being used on the Northern Avenue Project that he is 

starting Monday, he is a big company and has lots of employees and they may change from day to day, he does not want 

to be out of compliance the first day. Jim said that he had 5 days to notify the town of any changes and that he could put in 

names now that he may be using as substitutes.   

 

1 Bid received for Brush Cutting – Capital Area Tree Service. 

 Ryder Road   - $$4,500.00 

 Ash Street - $1,500.00 

 Hayford Street - $1,500.00 

 

 Wayne Kilgore made a motion to accept the bid from Capital Area Tree Service pending all completed 

paperwork and approval by the Highway Committee. 

 Nancy Frost  second 

 Vote 3/0 

 

3 Bids for Bowman St. Ditching Culvert 

 S Sheperd & Sons - $3,900.00 

             McGee Construction - $7,385.00 

             Manter Excavation - $1,480.00 

 Jim Grant made a motion to accept the bid from Manter Excavation pending all completed paperwork and 

approval by the Highway Committee. 

 Wayne Kilgore  second 

 Vote 3/0 

 

3 Bids for Outlet Rd. Ditching Culvert 

 S Sheperd & Sons - $3,700.00 

             McGee Construction - $4,765.00 

             Manter Excavation - $1,380.00 

 Jim Grant made a motion to accept the bid from Manter Excavation pending all completed paperwork and 

approval by the Highway Committee. 

 Nancy Frost  second 

 Vote 3/0 

 

 Bills were submitted from Gary Choate on work down on Louden St/Maine Ave – sidewalk and banking work for 

$358.00. Dale Choate for a washout on Bowman St. in the amount of $206.00. Riser Rings purchased for the Manholes – 

to be paid by the Sewer -from EJ Prescott for the Bowman St. paving project for $4,305.00. 

 



 

 

 Jim Grant made a motion to pay the submitted bills on the next warrant. 

 Nancy Frost  second 

 Vote 3/0 

 

 

Jim Grant – the Highway committee talked about in the future Highway Contracts – that upon notice of pending approval 

of the Selectboard that the Contractors will have 10 days to fulfill the terms of the contract, paperwork and signing the 

contract, also a form letter will be sent regarding information needed. If not completed within the 10 days approval will be 

nullified and the bid moved onto the next lowest bidder or put back out to bid. 

 

Rose requested that if the Contractors that the Town uses for work is not keeping their paperwork up to date , such as 

insurances and Independent Contractor Status, that they will not be called until all the paperwork is back in the office. The 

Office will continue to notify to the Road Commissioner and in the future the Highway Committee and Selectboard when 

we do not have the proper insurance papers and will let all know when they have submitted what is needed and eligible to 

work again. Rose also went over that Credit Card policy – that to date she is the only one that has the card – that it will 

require reading and signing the Credit Card Policy adopted and approval by the Selectboard for any Department Heads 

that may want a card. She also wants to remind everyone that the office needs to get the invoices from any charge 

accounts that the departments use, that we should not be paying bills based on just the statements.  

 

The bids received a couple of weeks ago for the split heat pumps have been reviewed and a motion was made regarding 

the purchase.   

 Jim Grant made a motion to accept the bid from Major Appliances. 

 Wayne Kilgore  second 

 Vote 3/0 

 

Steve McGee – addressed the value of mandatory pre-bid meetings, that their benefit for questions to be answered so that 

all contractors understand the scope of work the same way. Steve also noted that differences in pricing the bids opened 

tonight that reading the contracts and allowing keeping within the DOT guidelines, that the board should keep in mind 

that all contractors are following the same guidelines.   

 

Dana Mealey – Wanted to let the Board know that a pump inspection was done on one of the fire trucks, and that it failed. 

It is now at half its capacity currently, that they can over rev the motor and it will pass that way.  Reliance has estimated 

that to rebuild the pump that it would be between $11,000 and $15,000 and until it is apart it is unknown as to all that may 

need to be replaced. That the truck is 21 years old and that the fire department should be looking at another one within a 

few years as this truck is getting close to needing to be replaced and parts are getting harder to come by. Due to the cost 

the Fire Dept. would like to have some thoughts from the Board as how they would want to proceed. Jim Grant said that 

perhaps that it is time to be looking for another truck and limp along for a little while rather than put that much money 

into a truck that is almost at it life expectancy.  Jim felt that as long as it was safe and functional that we should use this 

time to be looking at another truck, perhaps getting a grant for it or at least part of it. Doug Ebert mentioned that 

companies also have a lease/buy program that the Fire Department used the last time. Nancy Frost questioned about 

perhaps getting a bond for the purchase as well. Dana said that this truck is currently their second line truck, but that it is 

getting tired and the Town should be thinking about what the needs are for the future.  Dana mentioned that the work 

noted by MMA for the handrails will be done this weekend. Dana also wanted to have the Board to keep in mind that 

when some paving is done that it would be nice to get the back station done.  

 

Bill Caldwell met with the Board regarding his delinquent taxes that are in foreclosure and would like to work out a plan 

for a 2 year pay back. It was discussed that the plan would have to be followed and that all years would be included and 

that future taxes estimated during this time to pay them all in full. The Board cautioned him that if the payment plan is not 

met that  the 3 strikes policy would be used, that the Board cannot allow these taxes  to continue at this rate. That the taxes 

on each piece would have to be paid in full before any release deed would be signed for the properties.  Rose will work 

out a schedule and Bill will attend the October 28, 2015 meeting. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Public Comment: 

 

Gary Washburn wanted to know if there had been fire permits issued on burning brush piles at 117 Northern Ave. That it 

has become a nuisance in the neighborhood and several nearby residents have complained with embers falling onto their 

homes and property. Dana Mealy and Doug Ebert confirmed that he had been issued a permit. Dana did let Gary know 

that there is nuisance laws regarding open fires and that the Fire Department can be called and they will go put it out and 

speak to the resident if there are concerns. Dana said that he would go talk to the resident and let him know that there are 

problems and what can be done if there are continuing complaints.  

 

    

 Jim Grant made a motion at 6:30 to adjourn; there will be no meeting on October 21, and the next Board 

meeting will be October 28.  

 Nancy Frost  second 

 Vote 3/0 
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Wayne Kilgore 

 


