Town of Farmingdale
Select Board Meeting Minutes
January 5, 2022

Members Present — Doug Ebert — Wayne Kilgore -Tyler Tripp (Zoom)
Others Present: Mary Andrews -Steve Stratton- Nancy Frost- Gerald Staples ~ Charlie Emerson, Chief Rick
Sieberg & Mike LaPlante

Meeting opened by Doug Ebert at 6:30 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Selectboard approved and signed the Treasurer Warrant # 227 & 217
» Doug motioned 10 accept the meeting minutes from November 10, 2021, Wayne second. All in favor

Chief Rick Sieberg from Gardiner Fire Rescue gave a presentation on enhancing ambulance services in the
area. He began his presentation with some background information on when ambulance and paramedic services
started and how far along the services has come in this area. He talked about the challenges they face due to
being short staffed and taking calls in other towns such as Whitefield, Lisbon etc. Call volume has doubled
since last year and they are being stretched to the breaking point. Different scenarios were discussed such as
buying a third ambulance in Richmond, Staff a Fly Car in Richmond or Gardiner or staffing remains the same.
Funding the service was discussed and he provided a breakdown down of what each community pays for their
share of the cost, by per capita and usage. Gardiner, Farmingdale, Pittston, Randolph, 1/2 Chelsea, West
Gardiner, Litchfield, and Richmond are all part of the shared cost. Chief Sieberg asked what steps should he
take to present this to the Town, Doug suggested to take it by steps, what can be done the first year and then the
second year and 5o on. Tyler agreed with Doug, the step process will ease the shock factor to the town.

Charlie Emerson-Allstate paving. Charlie expressed concern about not receiving full payment for paving. Due
to the work not being completed we paid half of the contract $109,764.42 on 12/29/21.

Charlie stated he was not aware of the work not being completed.

Charlie met with Steve and discussed the shoulder grave! and the joint at 647 Northern Ave. Charlie stated he
will correct the shoulder gravel and fix the joint as soon as weather permits.

Charlie asked if the Selectboard would free up the other half of the money. Doug stated if he could get a
guarantee that we will be put on his schedule and the work will be completed he will pay the rest owed, but we
will withhold $20K. Charlie asked for $10K, selectboard agreed to meet in the middle and withhold $15K.
Tyler made reference that the contract states we are not required to pay the contractor if the work has not been
completed, but he does agree on paying the other half of the contract withholding the $15K. Charlie agreed and
will send a letter to Mary stating the work will be done once the plants open in April.

# Doug motioned to pay the remaining balance owed withholding 315K, Tyler second, all in favor.

Mike LaPlante Assistant Fire Chief -Mike talked about grants received from MMA, they were able to
purchase Solar lights, 3 wireless cameras for the Fire station and cameras for the Vehicles. They are still
working on a grant for pagers.

Mike would like to see Job Descriptions for the Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chief so they know what they are
expected to do in writing. Mike installed gas meters at both Fire Stations and at the Town Office as required by
the Fire Marshall. The Child Safety Seat Center would like to host a four-day training session at the Fire
Station. This training will enable the fire station to do annual car seat safety checks. The board agreed it was a
great idea and gave the okay to host the training at the fire station.



Abatements-One abatement from RJD appraisal to remove the penalty for the 1.42 acres on 125 Ryder Rd.
The Maine State Statue for qualifying acreage for farmland must consist of 5 contiguous cares and this acreage
no longer qualifies.

» Doug motioned to approve the classification change to remove “farmland”, Wayne second, all in favor

Office Renovation-Tyler-Counter tops coming tomorrow, only a couple of more things to be finished up. The
projected time the contractors will be finished is on the 19, Tyler has been trying to get a price from Alex for
the section under the stairs, per the Fire Marshall it needs to have a one-hour rating in that area. Since Alex has
not responded Tyler asked if we wanted to continue down the path with them giving us a price, or have
someone else do it. Doug suggested we do it on our own, Tyler and Wayne agreed.

Tyler thanked Natalie, Kaitlyn and Mary for their patience during the renovations and keeping the office
running smoothly.

Doug-Someone said that we will pay $6000 to Sonny Berry for the gravel he used on Northern Ave.
Doug wants to clarify again that we will not be paying Sonny Berry. The agreement to use the gravel was
between Sonny Berry and Dirt Diggers not the Town Office.

Steve Stratton-Took the truck to D&H motors to have it serviced. Steve voiced his frustration with

the plow guy. Steve has to call and/or text him to ask him to go plow. Tyler mentioned the Snow Plow contract
is ending and suggested we start a work session within the next month and make changes to the contract before
we put it out to bid. Doug mentioned the Road Advisory Committee has that on their agenda as well as having
Maine Local Roads coming on the 12'.

Public Comment: Nancy Frost voiced her concern about the office closing early on Dec 30th. She received
calls from residents at 4:20 that we were closed. Doug ensured her we will do better in the future at
communicating early closures.

Nancy questioned the purchase of the used Fire Truck, she felt we should have had a special town meeting for
the town to vote on it. Doug explained all three selectboard members agreed to the purchase. The money
received for the sale of the old fire truck will go back into the Town Account.

» Doug motioned to adjourn at 7:55 and enter into an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.
Wayne second, all in favor.

The next regular meeting will be January 19, 2022
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** Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information, the minutes are not
intended as_a verbatim transcript of comments at the meeting, but @ summar of the discussion and the actions thot
took place. For official meeting minutes please call the Farmingdale Town O ice gt 207-582-2225 or visit our website for

the gudio of this meeting.

Minutes prepared by: M. Andrews




