
 

 

                                      Town of Farmingdale Select Board Minutes 

                                                      February 18, 2015 

 

Members Present: Jim Grant and Nancy Frost – Rose Webster -Others Present: Gary Choate – Mike McGee – Bruce Ellis 

Gay Grant-Jim Norton 

 

 

Davis Sirois opened the Selectmen’s meeting of February 18, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Jim Grant made a motion to accept the minutes of  February 04, 2015 

 Nancy Frost 2
nd

 the motion 

 Vote 3/0   

 

David Sirois- Discussed an issue with the sewer pump station on Northern Ave. last Friday. Both pump stations had shut 

down and were at a crisis situation as they would not re-set, pumping was required several times, and the pumps needed to 

be pulled. Earlier that day when Angie Ellis came in to pick up the check for the work done the previous week on 

Northern Ave., the clerk told her that the warrant had not been signed and that the Selectboard had requested more 

information on the billing that was submitted. The bill and work had been approved by the Sewer Chairman and the Sewer 

Inspector and although we technically have 20 days to pay the bill, we typically do not wait that long. David was unable 

to attend the meeting and was unaware that the warrant had not been signed.  The Town Clerk called David and said that 

the contractor was unhappy about not receiving the check and had indicated that they wanted to be assured that they were 

going to get paid and was unsure about doing more work. That at the point the alarms were going off for various issues 

with the Pump Station, she had also been in close contact with the Sewer Inspector due to the high mark alarm that was 

showing up. David spent 3 hours making phone calls while he was at work trying to resolve this situation.  David felt that 

it could have been handled differently and that if there was a problem and question on the billing that someone on the 

Selectboard could call the contractor and get the answers. David feels that if stubbornness ensues, that it will end up 

costing the Town more money. He feels that there should be better communication from the Board with the Sewer 

Committee and the Contractor.  David also feels at this time, due to not communicating with the contractor and the 

contractor not willing to talk to 2 of the board members that Jim Grant should step down as liaison of the Sewer 

Committee. 

 

Jim Grant- will plan to attend the Sewer Committee meeting this week and discuss this with the Committee, before 

making any decisions. That he also feels that all our past sewer bills should be audited to see if there were any payment 

errors. Jim also wants to make sure that the Sewer Committee members have copies of the contract with the rates and 

make sure that there is follow through with the bills with the proper rates.  

 

Nancy Frost – Did not say that she would not sign the bill, that she just wanted a better explanation. She said that there 

was a charge for $25.00 for sanding and that the stations were not being sanded, and that McGee Construction should be 

called to do the sanding. Nancy also had an issue the charge of $25.00 for salt, which she felt that that was high, and also 

why there needs to be 4 men there. Nancy feels that Jim should not step down as liaison.  

 

The Board will be discussing plans and dates for the Annual Meeting, so that Rose can plan for when nomination papers 

will have to be available. Rose will talk to the school on the date that they plan for graduation and also the RSU#2 

referendum vote.  

 

Bruce Ellis – commented that he felt that Jim and Nancy were discriminating against Ellis Construction. Jim told Bruce 

that he should get a copy of the current plowing contract and compare the two. Bruce said that he had a copy of the 

current contract and will bring it down with him next time.  He felt they may have cost the Town money by not opening 

one of the Bids. Jim Grant said that Ellis Construction did not meet the bidding requirements due to not attending the 

mandatory pre-bid meeting. Jim also stated that he had followed up on a message that was left on his phone that there 

decision to change the snow plowing had been a bad choice and was causing dangerous road conditions and accidents. 

Jim stated that he did look into the accidents reported and the roads in Farmingdale and also the ones in Randolph, which 

at that time there were 5 in Farmingdale and also 2 in Randolph. Bruce said that he should check were they on the State 

roads of the Town roads. Jim said that it was felt appropriate speeds were not being followed and that there was no 

noticeable difference between our roads and West Gardiner’s roads. 



 

 

State Representative Gay Grant spoke regarding the upcoming proposal on the State Budget. There are ongoing hearings 

on many of the new proposals. Some of the noted ones concerning to Towns is the elimination of Revenue Sharing, 

changing the Homestead program, the shift on that being to over 65 only with an increase of the exemption from $10,000 

to $20,000 and adding Utility pole tax back to the Town. Taxing nonprofits, increasing sales tax, decrease or eliminate 

estate tax and changes to Corporate Tax. Gay felt that it is important to get feedback from the Towns that she represents 

and will continue to keep us updated of any noted changes. 

 

 

 Jim Grant made a motion to adjourn the meeting and go into executive session 1M.R.S.A. §405 (6) (A) Personnel 

Matter and M.R.S.A §405 (6) (C) Real Estate Acquisition matter at 8:15. 

 Jim Grant 2
nd

 the motion 

 Vote 2-0 
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