
 

 

                                      Town of Farmingdale Select Board Minutes 

                                                         December 02, 2015 

 

Members Present: James Grant – Nancy Frost - Wayne Kilgore–-Others Present: Rose Webster- Doug Ebert – Bruce Ellis 

– David Cyr Mike LaPlante – Dana Mealey 

 

Meeting opened by Jim Grant at 6:30 p.m. with Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 Nancy Frost  made a motion to accept the minutes of  the November 18, 2015 

 Wayne Kilgore  2
nd

 the motion 

 Vote 3/0 

 

Jim Grant – has been doing some research on the changes that Steve McGee had mentioned to have changed in the Winter 

Maintenance in lieu of receiving payment for hand shoveling and clearing the pump stations, that was not included in the 

contract. Some of the concessions that Steve had mentioned were the covering of the sand & salt pile and removing 

Sheldon Street from the snow blowing and clearing of sidewalks. Jim said that we go above and beyond what DEP 

requires, that the Sand & Salt is permitted and DEP approved. Sheldon Street sidewalks are not really being used that 

much. Jim drafted some amendments that he handed to the other members of the Selectboard for their review. Nancy 

Frost suggested that if we are not going to plow the sidewalks that they plow back on the streets as far as they can.  

 

Jim Grant – someone has accessed the sewer panel on Northern Avenue pump station. Dirigo confirmed that someone had 

accessed the panel as well. The locks and keys are being changed and Burt’s Locks said that it would take 2-3 days to 

complete that many re-keying that many locks the same.   Jim also asked Wayne to talk to the Planning Board about 

changing the ordinance regarding internal grease traps and to mirror the State Plumbing Code. Jim drafted a letter to 

Coffin Engineering regarding the Hayford Heights survey. Rose said that they had called and said that they were back up 

to Hayford Heights today to finish up a few adjustments they felt were needed to the survey and that we would have the 

copy no later than Monday. Jim said that the letter was giving them until next meeting so if not received by Monday the 

letter could be signed and sent to them.  Jim drafted a letter to Kurt Dunn regarding his concerns that his building permit 

was not handled properly, the Board met with the CEO and feels that it was handled properly and fairly and that if Mr. 

Dunn felt that this was not the case , he could apply for a variance/appeal with the Farmingdale Appeals Board.  The issue 

with the Hi Hat – Jim went through 4 meetings of the audio regarding the letter mailed out to Ben Laflin. Jim noted that 

not the same information was in the meetings with the Selectboard as with the Sewer Committee. Jim felt that it just re-

enforces the need for he Selectboard liaisons with the Committees. Jim noted that it was noted that the line had been 

plugged 2 times prior to Ben owning the Hi Hat. Jim emailed a copy of his notes with date stamps and times of the audio, 

to the Selectboard and Sewer Committee.  

 

Invoices from Contractors this week to submit for payment on the next warrant from Alden Longfellow on the Fall clean-

up of Catch basins and grade stakes, approved by the Road Commissioner and  also 1/3 the cemetery maintenance 

payment that was approved the Sexton.  

 

 Nancy Frost made a motion to pay the invoice to be placed on the next warrant.  

 Wayne Kilgore  2
nd

 the motion 

 Vote 3/0 

 

Doug Ebert said that he strongly recommends that the Board confer with the residents of Sheldon St., that several people 

walk down that sidewalk and also Sheldon Street is used as access to the rail trail as well.  David Cyr said that it was 

surprising that the Selectboard is considering removing Sheldon St.  David said that there is no curb on Sheldon and that 

people do park on the sidewalks and that the constables are “useless” on enforcing the no parking. That CMP is going to 

be replacing some of the pole, and that they have been hit with the plow many times. Wayne Kilgore mentioned that they 

had talked to Jon Lambert and that the bus is only picking up a few children. David Cyr felt that there was more than that 

using the sidewalk, just not all using the bus. Jim Grant said that he had taken pictures of the sidewalk after it was cleared 

and that no one was using it. David asked that the Board consider doing what was right. Wayne Kilgore asked David if he 

was sure that the sidewalk was being used and David said it was, that he lives on that street and sees people using it. 

David did agree that the street is very narrow, but does not feel that they sidewalks are being maintained correctly and that 



 

 

snow needs to be removed when there is a lot of snow.  Nancy Frost said 2 years ago that the she went up Sheldon Street 

many times and the sidewalks were not being done and there were no complaints. Bruce Ellis said that Grant St. should 

not be compared to Sheldon, that last winter all the sidewalks were plowed with the road way over the 4 feet. Doug Ebert 

said that with all the years of paving and work on Grant Street that the road is now higher than the curbing and that they 

can plow right to the edge of the lawn. Jim Grant said he has pictures of Sheldon St. not being used and the bus 

superintendent saying that it is not being used, that he sees no purpose of the sidewalk.    

 

Mike LaPlante met with the Selectboard to give an update on the Fire Department and said that Dana Mealey would join 

him shortly. Mike mentioned that a few times that the back door to the back fire station is being left unlocked, and that the 

fire department does not use this door. Mike also asked when the 55 gallon drum of peroxide will be removed; Jim Grant 

said that it will be done very soon. Dana Mealey joined the meeting and went over some of the trucks that the Fire 

Department is looking at; they have been talking to vendors and some of the area towns that brought their trucks to 

Farmingdale so that they could be looked at as to what is available to the area stations. The fire department handed out a 

sheet of some of the trucks that were reviewed. Mike LaPlante pointed out that sometimes dealing with a single source 

and not 2 or 3 other manufactures on custom fitting the truck for the pumper that is the back bone of the fire department.  

Mike LaPlante said that the have been 80 calls this year, that volume is down a bit from last year. There has been one 

injury to date when the footing of the ladder slipped in the Gardiner fire let go and got hit with falling bricks. This is the 

first injury in many years. Currently there are about 20 active firefighters on the department. The department is going to 

apply again to the US Fire Administration Grant coming up again in about a month. Dana said that the Homeland Security 

meeting that was held at Kennebec County is now closed. The Forest Service grant comes out once a year and the 

Department uses that to get foam and is also looking at pagers.  

 

Mike LaPlante has offered to do the confined space training looking in January possibly the second Tues in January 

starting at 6:00pm for about 2 hours - possibly having the Sewer Committee members, the Sewer Contractor and the 

Selectboard in attendance.  

 

Public Comment – David Cyr asked that the Selectboard think about all the money that they spend and not to consider 

their decision lightly on Sheldon Street, and also consider letting the residents of Sheldon Street know what is being 

considered. David also wanted to know what the Selectboard is doing now that the Sheldon Street School property has 

been sold again. That perhaps they could consider looking to the National Guard to do some work and the Little League 

and do something with the Town owned portion and the federal park portion of the property and follow through on getting 

the work done and using the space as it should be.  Nancy Frost suggested that there be a letter sent to the new owners to 

work with the Town on the requirements that are noted in the deed.  David Cyr also suggested that the Board should have 

the CEO record conversations , send certified letters, follow up with emails and or a letter, that audio is the best thing for 

the Town. 

   

 Jim Grant made a motion at 8:20 to adjourn the meeting and reconvene in executive session for personnel with 

the Chief Constable under 1M.R.S.A § 405 (6) (A) Saturday, December 5
th
 at 6pm. 

 Wayne Kilgore  second 

 Vote 3/0 
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