
 

 

Town of Farmingdale Select Board Minutes 

December 16, 2015 

 

Members Present: James Grant – Nancy Frost - Wayne Kilgore–-Others Present: Rose Webster- Gary Choate – 

Bruce Ellis – Phil Rose  

 

Meeting opened by Jim Grant at 6:30 p.m. with Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

 Nancy Frost  made a motion to accept the minutes of  the December 2, 2015 

 Wayne Kilgore  2
nd

 the motion 

 Vote 3/0 

 

Jim Grant – Noticed that CMP had stakes on all the poles on Sheldon Street, he tried calling them today to see if 

they were going to be moving any of the poles.  

 

The letter from Hi-Hat was reviewed, Nancy said that she felt that the letter indicated that he did not agree to 

anything regarding the releasing him of the payment for the sewage plugging, his representative came to the 

Town and had indicated that Mr. Laflin had agreed to do the internal grease pump and replace the line from the 

restaurant to the street instead of paying the charge when the Ted Berry Company was called due to a plugged 

line. Jim Grant said that Mr. Laflin had been in attendance at a couple of meetings that the issue had been 

discussed, Jim felt that his representative represented Mr. Laflin in good faith and requested that Mr. Laflin be 

allowed to do the work and had also indicated that it had plugged 3 times in the past that he knew of. It was 

discussed that Mr. Laflin be sent an invoice for the full amount of the work down that day, if he did not feel 

there was an agreement. Send him a letter with the bill, and offer the notes of the meetings, give him 30 days, if 

he feels that we do not have an agreement, then Mr. Laflin will be responsible for payment of the bill that the 

Sewer Committee received from Ted Berry Company to check and repair the sewer line that was plugged and 

found to be on Mr. Laflin’s line. Jim will draft a letter and have Ben Sanborn review.  

 

Jim Grant – spoke to Ken Knight regarding the sewer warning system, that the new tower and antennae has 

been installed. Mr. Knight will attend the next sewer meeting and go over other things that the warning system 

can do to assist in a better warning system of the pumps. Nancy asked if we could use the grant money that is 

left over from the USDA pump station work to update this system. Will check with DIRIGO to see what funds 

are available.   

 

Jim said that he was also approached by Tony Barry and asked why we don’t have locks on the pump station 

covers, Jim told him to talk to the Sewer Committee. Jim will talk to Bill Rogers regarding some trees that need 

to be removed. The Hayford Heights survey is done, Jim said that it looks nice and that a digital copy was also 

provided. Discussion on the property foreclosures, and that the Town needs to move forward on these. Jim 

would like to see a notice of foreclosure hand delivered to each owner of record. Mike LaPlante will be holding 

Confined Space training on January 12 at 6:00pm and Jim would like to invite the Selectboard, Sewer 

Committee and the Sewer contractor to attend.   

 

Jim would also like to have the password for that the staff uses for such things as emails, bank accounts and any 

accounts that are used by the Town, other that State used passwords to be written in a notebook and placed in a 

locked cabinet, that the Selectboard can access if needed in an emergency.  

 

Nancy Frost – feels something needs to be settled on Sheldon Street as it may snow very soon. Jim Grant said 

what is in effect currently would need to be adhered to, that he would like to find out more about what CMP is 

doing with the poles on Sheldon Street before making any decisions.  

 



 

 

Phil Rose – spoke about the paving of Bowman, and that there were 4 potholes, where the catch basin lids are. 

Jim Grant said that it was due to Gardiner Water not raising them in time for the paving and that maybe they 

can have cold patch put on them for the winter. Phil Rose also complained that the visibility on Grant Street was 

very bad last winter getting out on the Maine Avenue that the Selectboard keep it in the back of their mind and 

check the street this year and remove snow as needed to for safety.  

 

Bill Caldwell went over his delinquent property taxes that were subject to automatic foreclosure and that he felt 

that the agreement was very one sided and that he didn’t feel that he should agree to this payment schedule. He 

also mentioned that the Fire Department had cut some trees and placed dirt on property that was not on their 

property and that may have been on his land as well, that this also allows cars to travel faster down his road, and 

that some of his property pins had been removed. Bill said that he took a reverse mortgages on his house and 

that he also needs to pay on that so that he does not get in trouble with the bank. Rose said that the bank had 

paid the taxes on the house and that it was not in foreclosure danger at this time with the Town. The Selectboard 

agrees that Mr. Caldwell had to start making some payment arrangement on his taxes, and that if he did not his 

properties would be placed up for bid along with the other properties in Town that are currently in automatic 

foreclosure and not agreeable arrangements made to bring them current.  

 

The Selectboard will review the contract for the assessor and one from another Town and try to get something 

together very soon and put it out to RFP for an assessor’s agent.  

 

 

Public Comment 

 

Bruce Ellis – agreed that Grant St. is very narrow in the winter; it is about a lane & half wide at best. 

   

 

 Jim Grant made a motion at 8:05 to adjourn the meeting  

 Nancy Frost second 

 Vote 3/0 
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