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Dear Friends,

Thank you for allowing me to add my congratulations and gratitude for the positive differences each town
and city in Maine makes for its people and ultimately for Maine as a whole. When I travel around the
state and visit the various regions in Maine, I see firsthand the differences you all make, the focus you put
on excellence, and the helping hands you extend to neighbors. I have learned valuable lessons watching
your collaborations with each other. They got the State motto right — Dirigo — because you all certainly do
lead the way and exemplify the best of Maine.

First, it was a true honor to be appointed to the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee this year to help
address the challenges facing Maine veterans. We owe our way of life to these brave men and women and
share a collective responsibility as a grateful nation to give back to our veterans. That means delivering
veterans the benefits they have earned, addressing the veterans’ suicide crisis, improving transition-to-
civilian-status programs, and ensuring every veteran can access essential services, like affordable housing
and behavioral healthcare.

Next, one of the most significant infrastructure projects in Maine history is underway: affordable and
universal broadband availability throughout the state. Supported through funding in the bipartisan
infrastructure bill, we are now within striking distance of broadband service even in our most rural
communities. Additionally, infrastructure improvements in our roads and bridges, water and septic
upgrades for our towns and support for our workforce and employers are also in the pipeline. Serious steps
are being taken to address the toll from substance abuse and to provide our older neighbors with resources
to help them continue to stand strong throughout their golden years. It is my goal here to make sure
everyone has access to stable employment opportunities and quality healthcare which is of critical
importance to keep our families healthy and happy.

1 am thankful for each town in Maine for their commitment to their communities, to their citizens, and to
this country. I will do my part to listen to your concerns and work to find useful solutions to the issues you
face. My offices throughout Maine remain available to you if you face hurdles with the federal
government, whether it be veteran issues, social security problems, student loans, immigration, tax
assistance and more. | hope you will reach out of my offices in Presque Isle, Bangor, Augusta, Portland, or
Biddeford and allow me the chance to be part of your solutions. Together, I know we can continue to build
a stronger, brighter future for our great state.

Maine is known for our grit and resiliency and we are making great strides — something others across the
country have noticed. Thank you for being one of the reasons Maine is so special; it is not only a pleasure
to serve you — it is a pleasure to know you. Mary and [ wish you a happy and safe 2024.




