SUSAM M. COLLINS

MAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510=1904

Dear Friends:

It is an honor to serve the people of Maine in the U.S. Senate, and I welcome this opportunity to
share an update on issues important to Maine and America.

One of my priorities for 2023 has been to improve the appropriations process in Congress — the
way it decides how to spend taxpayer money. Itook over as the Vice Chair of the Senate Appropriations
Committee last year. Along with Chair Patty Murray, we decided the best change we could make was not
to do something new. Instead, it was to do something old — that is, go back to the regular and transparent
committee process that we used to have.

Part of restoring this process included holding 50 public Committee hearings, which allowed for
input from senators on both sides of the aisle. As a result, for the first time in five years, the Senate
Appropriations Committee passed all twelve of its funding bills on time. This was done with strong
bipartisan support. In fact, seven of them passed unanimously.

Now, we need to work with the House of Representatives to pass these twelve bills and turn them
into laws.

These bills contain funding for a wide range of Maine priorities, including support for the
workforce at Bath Iron Works and Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, our lobster industry, infrastructure
improvements, affordable housing, biomedical research, veterans, and heating assistance programs like
LIHEAP. These bills also contain nearly $590 million in Congressionally Directed Spending for 231
projects throughout the State of Maine. These projects would help promote job creation, expand access to
health care, and improve public safety, infrastructure, and important resources in communities across all
16 counties of our state. I will continue to work to get these bills signed into law in the new year.

On October 25, the horrific mass shooting in Lewiston claimed the lives of 18 Mainers and
injured 13 others. In response, I led Maine’s Congressional Delegation in requesting an independent
investigation by the U.S. Army Inspector General into the events leading up to the shooting. On
December 15, the Under Secretary of the Army wrote to inform me that such an investigation will take
place, and the Army Inspector General has instructed her team to immediately begin preparing to conduct
this investigation. While nothing can undo the events of October 25, I will continue to work to
understand what happened and what could have been done differently, and to find answers for the
victims, survivors, and their families.

No one works harder than the people of Maine, and this year I honored that work ethic when I
cast my 8,855th consecutive roll call vote.

As we look ahead to 2024, | remain committed to addressing the concerns of Maine families and
communities. If you need assistance or wish to share your thoughts, please do not hesitate to reach out to
one of my six state offices.

Sincerely,

Awian M Collisne

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator



