Town of Farmingdale
Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Date: 06/21/2023

Call to order: 6:32 p.m. by Mark Lutte acting in absence of Frank Pecor-Chair.

Members Present: Mark Lutte, Bill Longfellow, Leon Crockett, and Select Board Liasson
Joseph Connors.

Absent: Frank Pecor

Also Present: Karen LaPlante and Breanne Levasseur-Deputy Clerks; Greg Lumbert-Code
Enforcement Officer

Community Members: Andrew Allen, Steve Roberge, and Robin Spencer
Agenda Items:

1: Follow up discussion about Allen used car lot. Planning Board reviewed the paperwork
completed by Mr. Allen and subsequently submitted to the State of Maine for approval.
Discussion aboutsignage for the site and general overview of the lot itself. Planning Board
approved the used car sales lot pending the license from the state.

2: Follow up discussion of former Dragon Plant sale to Steve McGee. Bill wanted to add to
agenda to make sure that the board kept it on their radar as there is anticipation that there
will be changes made to the site in the future. No plans have been submitted to the Planning
Board for the location at this time. Leon indicated that the Fire Department will have access
to the gate at the site for the upcoming triathlon event in June 2023 so that they can get
down to the river and rail trail at that location.

3: Bottle redemption site on the Litchfield Road. Bill wanted the Planning Board to be aware
thata redemption site run by Billy Griffinhas opened on Litchfield Road. There was a brief
discussion about the redemption business but the intention of adding it to the agenda was
to just give a heads-up to the Planning Board should any issues arise in the future.

4: Robin Spencer and Steve Roberge regarding the storage facility on Williams Street. Steve
Roberge showed the Planning Board the plans for the location. There was considerable
discussion about the location, square footage of the units, waste water runoff, possible
interference with the rail trail if any, security of the location, use of existing buildings on
the site, and potential DEP approval.

There will be gated access to the storage units which will be accessed by the renters with a
pass card. There will be no office or restrooms at the location. The area around the units
will be paved. The storage units will set on concrete slabs. Greg is concerned with the
thickness of the slabs and wants to be sure that they meet the Maine Uniform Building
Code.



They anticipate low traffic impact based on the location of the site although they have not
conducted a study yet. Bill asked about delineation of the access driveway and Robin
indicated that there is a local person (pool guy) he allows to park in the area sometimes so
he really hadn’t given any thought to that.

The existing building will be cleaned up and the siding will be replaced to give it a better
appearance. There is also a small garage on the property that will be demolished. There will
be a chain link fence that may/may not have barbed wire across the top. There will be lights
at the entrance and motion lights around the units themselves. They anticipate using some
type of security alert system that would notify them by text or phone call that the property
has been accessed illegally. There is no gate planned at this time for the other part of the site
that will not be used for the storage units. There are already electrical utility poles on the
site so that will not be an issue. No other utilities will be needed on the site.

Signage will be installed based on the town ordinances once the project is complete. They
believe a sign pole with an old sign may be there to be used with new signage.

Leon suggested that the Fire Department visit the site and look at it for access in case of a
fire at the location.

They are still waiting forfinal approval from DEP at this point. Bill made a motion to approve
the project pending DEP approval and as long as access for the Fire Department is acceptable.
Leon seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

5: Follow up discussion on the Solar Farm Ordinance. Mark reviewed the email he sent to all
Planning Board members on 6/16/2023. Inthe email he asked if the ordinance had ever been
sent to the town’s attorney. Joe indicated that he had a conversation with Doug Ebert (Select
Board Chair) and Doug felt sure that it had been sent to the attorney. Greg was going to be
speaking to the attorney the next day and he would ask her if she ever received the ordinance.

Greg mentioned that an issue arising from Solar Farms in other towns he works with has
been the noise created by the farms. He suggested that a noise test be conducted on the farms
and buffers be added if the noise created is too loud. It was suggested that this may need to
be added to the Solar Farm ordinance.

Mark also asked if the moratorium in place regarding solar farms could be renewed/extended.
The planning board must go to the Select Board to renew/extend the moratorium.

Karen will ask Mary Andrews to add Mark Lutte to the agenda for the July 12t Select Board
meeting to discuss the Solar Farm Ordinance and possible continuation/renewal of the
moratorium.

Leon made a motion to have the Select Board consider extending/renewing the moratorium.
Bill seconded the motion and all members approved.



6: Election of officers:

Bill made a motion that Mark Lutte serve as Chair and Leon Crockett serve as Vice Chair.

Leon seconded the motion and all voted in favor.

Bill recognized the efforts of Frank Pecor over the last year as Chair of the Planning Board.

7: Acceptance of minutes from prior meeting.

Bill made a motion to accept the minutes and Leon seconded the motion. All voted in favor
and the minutes were accepted.

Other Business:

Brief discussion about a mobile home that was left on Caldwell Drive in the right-of-way.
Leon asked Greg if he had received any permit requests for the mobile home. He has not.
Greg will go take a look and see if he can contact the owner who they believe to be James

Grant.

Adjournment:

Mark made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bill seconded and all were in favor. Meeting
adjourned at 7:46 pm.
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** Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information, the minutes
are not intended as a verbatim transcript of comments at the meeting, but a summary of the discussion
and the actions that took place. For official meeting minutes please call the Farmingdale Town Office at

207-582-2225.




