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Since my first day in office, I have been guided by the belief that to strengthen our state, we have to invest 
in our greatest asset: the people of Maine. With the support of the Legislature, my Administration has 
invested in what people need to succeed - job training, child care, health care, education, broadband, and 
housing. 

Those investments are working - small businesses are expanding their operations; people are moving here 
to work and raise their families; and graduates are staying in Maine to pursue rewarding, life-long careers 
- all encouraging signs that are reflected in the strength of our economy. In fact, Maine has the best rate
of economic growth in New England and one of the best rates in the nation.

At the same time, we have our challenges. In late October, a gunman took the lives of 18 innocent citizens 
and injured many more in an act of senseless and unconscionable violence. Then, in December and January, 
heavy rains and powerful winds brought massive flooding that destroyed homes and businesses, roads, and 
bridges, and changed the very landscape of our coast. 

I have proposed legislation to address both issues - first, to rebuild from these storms and prepare for those 
to come; and, second, to expand mental health services and keep weapons out of the hands of dangerous 
people to better protect public safety. 

We have made good progress over the past five years to ensure that every person can find a good-paying 
job in Maine; have affordable health insurance; have the peace of mind that their children are safe at home 
and at school; breathe clean air and drink clean water and enjoy the rolling hills, lush forests, mighty rivers, 

and bold coast of Maine. 

There are still plenty of challenges, particularly when it comes to the affordability of housing, child care, 
energy, and other things, but thanks to the resilience and the resolve of Maine people, I am more confident 
than ever before in the future of our state. 

It is my honor to serve as your governor. 

Sincerely, 
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