
Farmingdale Sewer Committee Meeting 

February 20, 2013 

 

1. Meeting was called to order at 6:34pm. 

Members present:  Mike Pelletier, Jeff Chapman   

Members Absent: Mike Laplante, Dana Parker 

Others present:  Cynthia Burnham (Sec.), Jim Grant (Select Board Liaison), Chris Ellis (Contractor) 

Gene Moreau, Rose Webster 

 

2. It was recommended to accept the minutes as written.  2-0 

 

3. Rose Webster reviewed the budget with the committee. 

 Reviewed cash flow verses expenses 

a) Late fee charges (Changing from $5 flat fee to a 7% fee) 

b) USDA  grant project expenses 

c) The need for a rate increase  

d) Billing errors & corrective measures.  A letter is being composed and will be reviewed by 

the Town’s attorney giving people 4 quarters to pay the supplemental bill.  This billing 

could be paid separate from the regular billing.  We have been conducting somewhat of 

an in house audit of the sewer bills to identify the problems. 

4. Chris Ellis requested permission to use the remaining peroxide to clean the lines.  He has been 

doing this on Dale St. but thought the entire system should be treated as a preventative 

measure.  Permission was granted. 

 

5. The Committee was informed of an increase in electric usage at one of the station.  Julian Beale 

will inspect to see if a problem can be identified.   Possible problem remedies are the pump 

could be pulled if needed for inspection.  Chris Ellis discussed the options should a sewer line 

needed to be roded. 

 

6. Chris Elis recommended that Julian Beale be there to observe when the new pumps are brought 

on line. 

 

7. Gene Moreau let the committee know if they felt the need for any revisions to the Farmingdale 

Code of Ordinances that they should get them in because the time is running short as the 

deadline was approaching.  Gene reviewed Article 3 sec. 3-303 (see attached document). 

     He let the committee know that they are planning to redo the fee structure to remove it out 

of the ordinance and into an appendix.   .  Setting a new fees schedule was discussed.  

      Julian had done some research and the lowest price he had found for a hook up was $100.  It 

was considered that perhaps because of the varied costs of different hookups that maybe it 



should be written as (All fees would be covered by the applicant.) This would need to cover 

applicable cost of the Town’s contractor. 

     Julian felt this would make it difficult for home owners to estimate the cost of a sewer 

hookup.  Julian recommended a flat hookup fee. Julian will do more research and bring back his 

recommendations.   

      Jeff questioned if we should have clarified residential/commercial fees and see if different 

fees should be charged for commercial usage.  As some commercial operations may put more 

strain on the system. 

      Gene will make notations about State fees, changes in State fees and minimum fees.  

     

8.  The proposal for a pit meter for measuring the flow to Gardiner was discussed.  Jim Lord did not    

have plans yet for the pit meter. He is still working up the preliminary plans. 

 

9.   Julian has been doing the sewer pit readings and is supplying them for Gardiner. 

 

10.    Abatements were granted to Donald Tracy ($29.81), Matt Skehan ($149.05), Robert Beaudoin 

($92.14) and Greg Wehrwein ($10.84). 

 

Abatements request for Kennebec Housing and Aleana Chaplin were tabled as it was felt a 

quorum should be present to vote on them. 

 

11. Jeff Chapman announced he will be moving south and would like the Committee to look for a 

replacement for his position. 

     The Committee discussed the need to elect a new chair person.      

 

12. The meeting was adjourned at 8:36pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 


