Town of Farmingdale

Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Date: 1/18/2023

I. Call to order
Frank called to order the meeting of the Farmingdale Planning Board at 6:32 PM on 1/18/2023
Il. Members Present
Frank Pecor, Bill Longfellow, Mark Lutte, and Leon Crockett

Other People Present: Greg Lumbert (Code Enforcement Officer), Karen LaPlante, Joseph
Connors (Select Board Liason)

Citizens-Glenn Lewis, Catherine Lewis, and Ryan Weinstein
Agenda Items
1. Minutes from December’s Meeting

o The board reviewed the minutes, Bill motioned to accept them, Leon seconded the
motion, and the board voted unanimously in favor.

2. Catherine Lewis and Glenn Lewis- caregiver marijuana growers-proposal to use grow space in
Farmingdale that is no longer in use by Tru-Blooms. They will send the product out of
Farmingdale to their retail locations in Hallowell and Winthrop.

Greg checked with Mary Denison and she said that what they propose is fine.

The board reviewed the current ordinance and agreed that their proposal falls within the
guidelines of the existing ordinance. The board will allow them to move forward with the
move to the grow space in Farmingdale. They will need to first complete a new business
application at the Town Office.

3. Greg Lumbert is proposing an ordinance requiring Radon testing and abatement for all new
construction of low-rise residential homes due to the health risks. Building code requires it
based on Maine State law.

Mark Lutte read from the Town of Bath document regarding Radon. It states “Towns under
4000 population do not need to enforce it”. Farmingdale is 2900+/- residents. Do we need to
enforce it? Greg feels that we can only enforce it is we adopt the State Building Codes.



Further discussion of need for town ordinance by the board with input by all. Frank wants to
check with town attorney to see if ordinance is still needed if we follow State Building Codes.
Should we go to select board and get ordinance to follow State Building Codes? Greg feels
that town would vote that down.

Final recommendations are to read through the document Greg provided on the radon testing
and abatement requirements. Frank will contact the person listed in the document to get more
information on the need for a specific radon ordinance. Overall, more information is needed to
decide on this issue.

Thayer Trailer Park-Accept pen and ink change to the drawing of the trailer park which
originally stated Androscoggin instead of Kennebec County. Registry of Deed will accept the
pen and ink change.

Frank made a motion to accept the pen and ink change. Bill seconded the motion and all
members were in favor.

Solar Farm Ordinance follow up discussion.

Frank read from the previous meeting notes to update the members who were not at the prior
meeting.

Discussion about ongoing fire concerns with solar farms and the limitations of the local fire
Crews.

Frank would like this ordinance to go to a vote at the town meeting so moratorium would be
limited and ordinance would need to be developed in time.

Frank asked members of the planning board to outline ordinance ideas for solar farms so that
they can start putting an ordinance together at the next meeting.

Frank will attend the next Select Board meeting on February 8t to discuss a moratorium on
solar farms until an ordinance can be put in place.

Proposal to change meeting time to 6 p.m.
Frank motioned to accept change to 6 p.m. for Planning Board meetings.

Bill seconded and all members were in favor.

Adjournment

Frank adjourned the meeting at 7:50 p.m.



Minutes submitted by: Karen LaPlante
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** Disclaimer: While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information, the minutes are not
intended as a verbatim transcript of comments at the meeting, but a summary of the discussion and the actions
that took place. For official meeting minutes please call the Farmingdale Town Office at 207-582-2225.




